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Welcome to the month of April! This month, the Betsuin will be celebrating our 
Hanamatsuri service on Sunday, April 10 at 9:30 a.m. We have as our guest 
speaker, Reverend Kiyonobu Kuwahara, co-director of the Center of Buddhist 

Education at the Jodo Shinshu Center, Berkeley. Sensei has been our guest at the Betsuin 
a few times and we are fortunate to have him join us again. Following the service will 
be our annual Hanamatsuri play performed by our Dharma School students. This year, 
the content of the play is known only to the director and cast of the play. We only know 
that there will be many students dressed as Minions… and any play with Minions is 
bound to be fun!

As many of you may know, Hanamatsuri is the day that Prince Siddhartha Gautama 
was born in Lumbini Garden. Siddhartha was the only child born to King Suddhodana 
and Queen Maya. A few days after Siddhartha’s birth, his mother, Queen Maya, sadly 
passed away. Infant Siddhartha was then raised by his mother’s sister, Prajapati.

Legend has it that there was a prophecy that Siddhartha would someday become either 
a great warrior and king… or a spiritual leader who would impact the world. King 
Suddhodana of course wished for his son to be the greatest of kings, not a spiritual 
leader. So, from childhood, the King had Siddhartha trained to become an expert in all 
the arts of battle and war. To keep young Siddhartha from contemplating too deeply 
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on life, King Suddhodana surrounded his son with every imaginable distraction. 
Siddhartha grew up surrounded by a life of enjoyment and pleasure.

Under the orders of the King, anyone within the palace walls who was ill or elderly 
was hidden from Prince Siddhartha. Whenever the Prince ventured outside of the 
palace walls, soldiers would be sent ahead to remove from the Prince’s sight people 
who were old or sick. (Remember, this is the legend of Siddhartha’s young life.) The 
soldiers would also order everyone to be happy, hoping to keep the young Prince from 
becoming too thoughtful about the difficulties of life. If he encountered life’s reality, his 
father feared that Siddartha might grow to question the nature of life and leave his path 
to becoming a great warrior. 

In the legend of Siddhartha, it is said that one day the Prince, with his friend and 
charioteer, Channa, rode through one of the four gates of the city. The usual escort 
of soldiers cleared the streets and called for everyone to be happy, for the Prince was 
coming. While on his ride, Prince Siddhartha called for Channa to stop the chariot. An 
old man had escaped the view of the soldiers. It is said that for the first time, Siddhartha 
saw someone who was truly old. He asked this elderly man, “What happened to you?” 
The man replied, “Young Prince, I am old… and someday you too, if you are fortunate 
to live long, you too will grow old.” Siddhartha was surprised to hear that; and became 
very thoughtful. 

On his next ride beyond the palace walls, Siddhartha went through the second gate and 
saw for the first time someone who was very ill. Perhaps he had leprosy and parts of 
his face were decayed and deformed. Again, Siddhartha called for Channa to stop the 
chariot. He asked the man, “What happened to you?” The man said, “Young Prince, 
I am sick. I have a disease. And someday you or someone you love may also become 
diseased.” Siddhartha was very disturbed and began to wonder how these things could 
possibly be. 

On another day, he and Channa went through the third gate of the city. This time he 
encountered a funeral procession. People were crying uncontrollably in grief. Again, 
Siddhartha called to Channa to stop the chariot. He then inquired, “What is going on? 
Why are all these people crying?” Someone explained, “Young Prince, these people 
have lost someone they love. They are grieving the death of a loved one. And Young 
Prince, there must come a day, when each of us will know such a loss. There must come 
a day when we also must die.” Again, Siddhartha was deeply moved. 

He could not stop wondering about these realities of life that he had never encountered 
before. He could not stop thinking that we must all grow old; we will all encounter 
illness; and that there is inevitably an end to all life. 

It was on his ride through the fourth gate to the city that Siddhartha encountered a man 
who seemed to radiate a sense of peace and calm. Siddhartha again stopped the chariot 
and asked this man who he was. The man answered, “I am a monk. I have given up all 
worldly possessions and I have dedicated my life to simply seek the truth.” Legend has 
it that Siddhartha not only met a monk; Siddhartha met an enlightened Buddha. He was 
moved by the peacefulness he felt within the monk… and the Prince went back to the 
castle feeling both confused and thoughtful.

Having never experienced these things before, Siddhartha became obsessed with 
wondering about growing old, becoming ill, dying… and of course seeking the truth 
that might bring him the peace he felt in the enlightened monk.

It is said that only after realizing these essential realities of life did Siddhartha begin to 
contemplate the wonder and mystery of life beyond the protective palace walls. This is 
the famous story called “The Four Gates.”

When I think about Siddhartha and the four gates, I can’t help but think that each and 
every one of us is no different than Siddhartha. In living life, especially people growing 
up today, although we grow up with movies, books and television dramas depicting 
these realities of life, we are still very sheltered and we choose not to acknowledge these 
realities of life because these are painful truths of existence.

In living our lives, each of us must in time encounter the undeniable reality that we…
and people we love, will also go through our own four gates, just like Siddhartha. If we 
are fortunate to live long enough, we will know the realities of serious illness and old 
age; and there is no escaping our eventual confrontation with the undeniable realty of 
death.

Logically, we know in our minds that these things are a part of life. Growing up, we see 
movies and television dramas rooted in these natural life experiences. In being a part of 
a community, we hear about the changes that are happening in the lives of our friends 
and neighbors; and we read about things in the newspaper everyday. But when the 
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adversities of age, illness and death enter our own lives, we are somehow shocked and 
surprised. And we say, “How can this be?” “Why me?”

Years ago, I remember Reverend Bob playing with our little niece and two young 
nephews one rainy day. It was a simple game. It was an indoor version of tag… only he 
would have to catch them and toss them onto the couch in the living room. Once on the 
couch, they were out of the game until he caught all three. 

The youngest one was about 5 years old at the time. He was the first to be caught. 
When Bob tossed him onto the couch and pronounced him captured, this little one 
immediately jumped up and off the couch, running off shouting, “I have five hearts! I 
have five hearts!”

We were all perplexed. What was he talking about? That’s not in the rules. And 
what does “five hearts” mean? His older brother called time out to explain. He said, 
“Gaven has a video game that he plays and on the screen there is displayed a heart for 
the number of lives he has left before he dies.” Isn’t that interesting, I thought. This 
little boy really believes that in life, we have many chances to live. That death is only 
momentary and it has nothing to do with reality. And all we have to do is press restart 
and begin all over again.

I think that because Siddhartha was kept from knowing about the real nature of life 
until he was much older, he became obsessed with trying to understand why these 
things must be. We, on the other hand, have been raised knowing these things about 
life. We simply say to ourselves, “Yes, this is life.” We will think very deeply and 
reflect most sincerely for a long moment, but eventually, many of us go back to taking 
everything and everyone for granted again. It’s almost as if we, like our 5-year-old 
nephew, go running back into the routine of our lives, shouting, “I have five hearts! I 
have five hearts!”

Unlike my nephew Gaven’s video game, the Buddha taught us that there is no 
guarantee of even one more day of life. So we should live our lives to the fullest and 
appreciate each day and every opportunity to be with those we love. 

We should become genuinely mindful of what we think, what we say, and what we do, 
just as we recite in the Golden Chain.

The Buddha’s teachings are easy to understand, but hard to truly accept when the 
difficult changes of life apply to our own lives. In other words, it is “easy” to talk about 
the Dharma, but “hard” to truly live with Dharma awareness.
 
Going through the four gates is not just life shaping… When we truly experience the 
four gates in our own lives, our Dharma eyes begin to open… and we see again what is 
truly of value in living our lives.

We are no different than Siddhartha. We too must know and experience the realities of 
aging, of illness… of loss. But with Dharma eyes open, we can live truly appreciating 
the gift of each day. We can try to live each day with ever deepening Nembutsu 
gratitude. With Dharma eyes open, we begin to try to live each day enjoying and 
cherishing the love of family and the companionship of our friends. In Jodo Shinshu, we 
call such a Dharma life, a “life of Nembutsu.”
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Condolences to
the Families Of

Osamu Kakudo .................September 22, 1931 – February 6, 2016
Dorothy Kunisaki ..........December 11, 1923 – February 19, 2016
Masashi Ted “Mug” Oto ....... Feb. 12, 1927 – February 20, 2016
Sanaye “Sunny” Yokota ...........June 6, 1928 – February 24, 2016
Shizuo Ojima ....................................... July 13, 1923 – March 1, 2016
Betty Abe .................................... December 3, 1928 – March 4, 2016
Sam Fukushima ................................May 2, 1944 – March 9, 2016
Ruby Ikuta .......................................July 31, 1925 – March 14, 2016

Rev. Bob Oshita
428-9833

Rev. Patti Oshita
428-9833

Sensei Koichi Mizushima
704-1493
bkmizu@gmail.com
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The March SBWA Board meeting was held on Wednesday, March 2, with President 
Virginia Uchida presiding.

Donations and Acknowledgments

Thank you to the following ladies and families for their generous donations to the 
SBWA:
Mas Tanaka ..........................................In Memory of Haruko Tanaka ............................................... $150
Reiko S. Kurahara ...............................In Memory of Alice Hamamoto .............................................. $25
Reiko S. Kurahara ...............................In Memory of Joe Kataoka ....................................................... $25
Reiko S. Kurahara ...............................In Memory of Michiko Kubo ................................................... $25
Reiko S. Kurahara ...............................In Memory of Jim Tanaka ........................................................ $25
Reiko S. Kurahara ...............................In Memory of Ted Tsukiji ......................................................... $25

Other Donations
Women of Jodo Shinshu ......................................................................................................................... $440
Aichi Kenjinkai – Ukettes ....................................................................................................................... $135
Midori Ito .............................................Bonenkai ..................................................................................... $25
Carolyn Murai .................................................................Donation of dish towels for the SBWA cabinet

Spring Food Festival

Thank you for coming out to help out with the Spring Food Festival. Both the SBWA 
and ABA appreciate your hard work. It was a lot of work, but with all of the ladies and 
men helping, we finished early on both Saturday and Sunday! Great job! Thank you to 
Virginia Uchida for organizing everything on behalf of the SBWA. She also set up and 
coordinated the sushi preparation, all the way to bagging the food items and general 
cleanup. Thank you, President Uchida!

Thank you to Lynn & Wayne Kurahara and Elaine & John Yoshikawa for co-chairing 
the chicken, spam musubi and cabbage salad food items; Jan Muraki for chairing the 
sushi egg cooking; Amy Ishimoto for chairing the sushi egg cutting; and Keiko Jean & 
Stephen Kashiwada for chairing the udon (dashi on Saturday and noodle cooking on 
Sunday). We would also like to thank Karen Adachi (ABA member) for creating the 
Excel document that allows us to keep track of the over 328 pre-sale customers. We did 
have people stop by to purchase food items on the day of the event. Thank you for your 
support! Remember, if you want to be guaranteed certain food items, be sure to submit 
a pre-sale order form next year before the deadline.

The SBWA would like to thank Stephen Kashiwada for picking up the majority of the 
paper goods and other supplies that could not be delivered to the church. I hope to get 
a complete list of committee chairs from Virginia so that we can thank you in my next 
article. Under each chairperson, we also had GREAT workers who made sure this event 
was such a success. The list of all the workers would be too long for this article, so to all 
of you who helped out—give yourselves a pat on the back for a job well done. 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES/EVENTS
Nursing Home Visits

Lynn Kurahara oversees the SBWA visitations to the various nursing homes in the 
Sacramento area. Please inform Lynn or President Virginia Uchida if you know of any 
new residents in nursing homes, so that the SBWA ladies can plan visits to them. 

Thank you for being active SBWA members!

The next SBWA meeting will be on Wednesday, April 6, starting with a service at 5:45 
p.m., followed by our monthly meeting.

Sacramento 
Buddhist 
Women’s 
Association
Keiko Jean Kashiwada

Spring Ohigan Donation Listing

Please note that Spring Ohigan donations received in the Betsuin Office by March 17 
are included in the listing in this issue of the Sangha. Donations received on or 
after March 18 will appear in the donation listing of the May issue.

Quarterly Membership Payment

If you opted to pay your membership dues on a quarterly basis, your second payment 
will be due on 4/15/16. Individual billing statements were mailed in March. If you have 
not received yours, please contact the Betsuin office at (916) 446-0121.

Notes from the 
Office

Congratulations
Newlyweds

Brooke Muranaka & Tim Weisinger .......................March 19, 2016
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April showers bring May flowers, and a realization that each day is a gift to 
cherish. As I write this, here at the Sacramento Betsuin, we are in the midst of 
working together on our Spring Food Festival. The members and friends of the 

ABA and the BWA organizations have been working very diligently getting people to 
submit their take-out orders. Hopefully you will be able to enjoy some of the tasty items 
they are offering. We are expecting to have a successful event again this year.

Our Dharma School, especially the lower division classes, is practicing for our 
Hanamatsuri play to be presented on April 10. A lot of music is heard during practice 
sessions as the children perfect their performances. Our kindergarten class will be doing 
something fun and cute to the music “Boogie Nights.” Keep April 10 open to attend this 
eventful service and program.

As winter turns to spring, the weather has been so changeable. We’ve had heavy rainy 
days, some windy periods, some flooding in areas, a little sun peeking through the 
clouds and very cold evenings. We are fortunate to have the type of weather that does 
not cause severe damage as in other states. Our weather here is manageable.

The changing weather is a reminder of how our lives are constantly changing. I’m 
aware after becoming a Super Senior that these changes are occurring more frequently 
and require adaptation of my daily routine. I feel the events and schedules of our lives 
are in constant change, and like weather conditions, nothing remains the same. For 
years and years, we lived our lives with a predictable routine; then a life event made 
us alter our plans. We tried to continue with our daily activities, but we were forced 
to make modifications. Such is life. Our lives include all the changes we call bumps in 
our road of life. We try to take them all in stride as best as we are able. We make the 
necessary changes and go with what works.

Presently, due to some health issues, my husband and I and our family have altered our 
schedules to devote more of our time so the family takes priority. As we come together 
and are there for each other, we are mindful that we are so fortunate to be categorized 
as octogenerarians. It’s not a negative term, but a great phase of our life. We’re proud to 
be Super Seniors! About eight months ago, my routine included taking time for myself, 
working out, line dancing, bowling and other activities. I worked at Oto’s Marketplace 
on Friday and Saturday. All that changed as we experienced health issues, an inevitable 
part of getting older. I’m grateful that I can still take time out for myself, working out 
and enjoying line dancing. I am very fortunate to be able to serve our Betsuin, as well as 
devote time to my family.

Many of us know we are fortunate to be in the Super Senior category, even though 
many changes are happening to us daily as we encounter various challenges. It’s 
wonderful to have family — and friends who are like family — near, so we can enjoy 
their support and love. Even with some alterations to our routines and our customary 
schedules, we still try to maintain our lifestyle. It’s difficult at times because we 
are creatures of habit, wanting consistency, yet we constantly are forced to make 
adjustments due to certain limitations.

One of the teachings of Buddhism, impermanence, is the reality of existence in living 
our lives with change, accepting change as it occurs and making the best of the 
situation. So, we will enjoy the changing weather, and the changes in our lives, enjoying 
each day as a gift.

Minister 
Assistants
Grace Hatano

The Sakura Gakuen spring semester has been a busy one thus far. The youth 
program held its annual Ohanashi Taikai/Speech Contest on March 19 in the 
Hondo.

Students from each class wrote a speech on a topic of their choice and recited it in 
Japanese. The subjects of the speeches ranged from Pokemon, choir, the instrument 
of the koto, anime, snow monkeys to traveling to Japan. The beginning to advanced 
students all did well, and their dedication to the Japanese language was evident. 

On April 30, we will be taking a field trip to San Francisco to enjoy the serenity of 
the Japanese Tea Garden in Golden Gate Park. We also have a fun scavenger hunt in 
Japantown planned. 

For questions regarding the youth program, contact me: aileen.niimo@gmail.com.
For the adult program, contact Masako Thomas Sensei: thomas@sakuragakuen.org. 

Sakura Gakuen
Aileen Niizawa Morris

mailto:aileen.niimo@gmail.com
mailto:thomas@sakuragakuen.org
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Some Perspectives: Recently in the news, Facebook, the Steven Colbert show 
and other media venues, there has been a story of a South American Magellanic 
penguin who swims 5,000 miles each year to be reunited with the man who saved 

his life.

As reported by Metro online: Retired bricklayer and part-time fisherman João Pereira 
de Souza, 71, who lives in an island village just outside Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, found 
the tiny penguin, covered in oil and close to death, lying on rocks on his local beach in 
2011. João cleaned the oil off the penguin’s feathers and fed him a daily diet of fish to 
build his strength. He named the penguin Dindim. After a week, João tried to release 
the penguin back into the sea. But the bird wouldn’t leave. “He stayed with me for 11 
months and then, just after he changed his coat with new feathers, he disappeared,” 
João recalls.

And, just a few months later, Dindim was back. He spotted the fisherman on the beach 
one day and followed him home. For the past five years, Dindim has spent eight months 
of the year with João and is believed to spend the rest of the time breeding off the coast 
of Argentina and Chile. It’s thought he swims up to 5,000 miles each year to be reunited 
with the man who saved his life.

João said, “I love the penguin like it’s my own child and I believe the penguin loves me. 
No one else is allowed to touch him. He pecks them if they do. He lays on my lap, lets 
me give him showers, allows me to feed him sardines and to pick him up. Everyone 

said he wouldn’t return, but he has been 
coming back to visit me for the past four 
years. He arrives in June and leaves to 
go home in February and every year he 
becomes more affectionate as he appears 
even happier to see me.”

A biologist who interviewed the fisherman 
said when the penguin sees João, “he 
wags his tail like a dog and honks with 
delight.” And, just like that, the world 
seems a kinder place again.

Wow... what a heart-warming story and an 
expression of gratitude and okegasama! 
Okegasama literally means, “Because 
I live within the great shade of many 

people, I am fine.” It is acknowledging that we are able to live this moment and enjoy so 
much in our lives because of the efforts of so many people—in this case , the main effort 
or the “great shade” is from the fisherman, Joao. In our more normal circumstances or 
case, it could be our parents, spouses, friends, and other loved ones that have provided 
this “shade” to allow us to live our life as we do.

Donor Wall Project

The Legacy Endowment Fund theme, “Okagesama,” expresses the appreciation to the 
founders and ongoing supporters for the continued success of the Sacramento Betsuin. 
The Donor Wall project, which is being established in commemoration of Reverend 
Bob and Reverend Patti’s retirement, offers another opportunity to express okagesama 
and ensure the continuation of the Sacramento Buddhist Church for future generations. 
Like the little penguin who returns annually to remember the man who saved him, we 
should be reminded to show appreciation to those who worked and contributed so that 
the Sacramento Buddhist Church is here for us today.

As mentioned in last month’s Sangha newsletter, the Legacy Endowment Fund Board 
(LEFB) is progressing with the creation of a Legacy Donor Wall. We are currently in the 
design phase. The location of the wall will be in the long hallway to the main Hondo 
and directly opposite our garden. Watch for more information in upcoming Sangha 
newsletters.

2016 Rummage Sale

Our “famous every other year” 5th Rummage Sale will take place on Saturday June 4, 
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. with collection dates on Thursday and Friday, June 2 and June 3 
respectively. Based on previous participant and patron experiences, our rummage sale 
has been both very successful and fun to be at. Some persons have said that it is the 
“Best rummage sale on the Broadway Corridor Area”!

Sangha members, please gather your items that you wish to donate and bring them 
on June 2 and 3.  If you are a ”collector,” please come to enjoy the fantastic bargains 
available.  If you would like to help and have some fun too, please contact the main 
office. 

Legacy 
Endowment 
Fund Board
Ted Yoshimura

Sangha Staff
Editor (English)     Cliff Adams
Editor (Japanese)   Katsuko
     Hirota

Contributing Reporters
SBWA    Keiko Jean
      Kashiwada
Minister Assts   Grace Hatano
Endowment   Ted
      Yoshimura
Maintenance   Gary Traganza
Venture Crew   Brandon Mark 
Dharma School   Valerie Fong
Sports    Alan Wu
Sakura Gakuen   Aileen Niizawa
      Morris
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LEFB-Funded Event

The annual Youth Advocacy Committee (YAC) reunion retreat was held at the Jodo 
Shinshu Center in Berkeley this past January 2016. The students continued their training 
and workshops on Buddhism. Three of our temple youth members, Amanda Borges, 
Kellie Lee and Kristine Yabumoto, had the opportunity to participate. Our LEFB has 
assisted them by funding their registration fees for this event.

As mentioned before, LEFB now has a Legacy Endowment Request for Funding Form. 
One of the requirements for funding is a follow-up written evaluation of the funded 
activity, which includes a personal reflection, impact of the experience and should be 
suitable for possible inclusion in a Sangha newsletter and/or Wheel of Dharma or other 
publication. Look for their written reports in a future newsletter. Their evaluations 
reflect the positive effect of the program as well as their own personal growth.

Legacy 
Endowment 
Fund Board
(Continued)

Registration forms for Rinban Bob and Reverend Patti’s Retirement Celebration 
will be available beginning April 2016 in the church hallway, in the office and at 
www.buddhistchurch.com/rbrpretirement.

The celebration is scheduled for Saturday, June 11 at the Sacramento DoubleTree Hotel. 
No host bar at 5 p.m.; dinner at 6 p.m. $75 per person includes dinner and contribution 
toward retirement gift. $26.50 for children age 10 and under.

Registration material will include information for those who are unable to attend the 
event but would like to contribute toward a gift. Forward any questions to 2016rbrp@
gmail.com.

Rinban Bob 
and Reverend 
Patti Retirement 
Celebration

http://www.buddhistchurch.com/rbrpretirement
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Time for an update about what’s been happening with the maintenance 
department over the last few months. The sangha owes a well-deserved thank 
you to the following members for making the necessary repairs and upgrades our 

beloved temple.

Just before Christmas, Mark Amioka, Alan Wu, Gus Maseba, Brian Dowty, Daniel 
McGee and I changed all 80 ceiling lights in the kaikan over to energy-efficient LED 
bulbs. There were two other people who assisted but unfortunately we lost the sign-up 
sheet. I apologize for not including your names. After the scaffold was erected, Mark 
and Alan climbed to the top and spent the next 2 hours up there changing the bulbs 
while the rest of us transferred bulbs up and down and moved them around to all the 
fixtures. Alan was complaining a little about altitude sickness — we assured him he 
could come down when he was done. The new bulbs use half the energy and last about 
four times longer. We’re working to reduce that $28,000-a-year electricity bill.

Nick Shebert drew the short straw and “volunteered” to reseat one of the commodes 
in the men’s restroom. Seems the two bolts holding it to the floor rusted through and 
sitting on it was a little like riding a wild horse. It was December, a little cold outside, so 
Nick had on a hat to keep his head warm. But Nick, why the clothespin on your nose?

Ted Yoshimura has been busy obtaining bids for the following projects: 1) Possible solar 
panels in the future; 2) Replacing the north fence; and 3) Repairing/replacing the pavers 
in the courtyard and in front of the double doors. Ted puts in long hours as chairperson 
on these and other projects. Thank you, Ted.

The Board of Trustees (BOT) has been looking into the possibility of installing solar 
panels to reduce our electricity bills. There are a lot of things to consider, such as: how 
much will it cost, how many years of reduced electricity bills will it take to recoup the 
cost of the unit; who pays for any maintenance; and how long the panels will last. The 
BOT will look closely at all these issues before we make the decision to go solar or not.

As for the north parking lot fence, by the time you read this article, the new fence 
should be up. Wayne Kurahara, Ted Yoshimura, Alan Wu, Gordon Nitta, Mike Dishno, 
Mike Nagai and I were able to remove the old fence in about 3 hours, saving the temple 
about $1,700 in demo costs. By the way, those of us who have worked with Mike Dishno 
before have started call him the “One-Man Wrecking Crew” because he does the work 
of 3–4 guys. Just like the old trellis, the wooden fence was really showing serious dry rot 
in some places. The new fence will cost about $10,850.

We’ve had problems with people tripping on the uneven surfaces around the temple. 
Last fall, Allan Hoshida worked with the city to repair Quinn Alley. Thank you, Allan. 
We’ve also had people trip in the courtyard because of uneven pavers. Historically, the 
seniors led by Mike Nagai corrected the problem areas. We had a couple of options: 
one having all the pavers removed, the ground leveled, and pavers reinstalled; or 
have the pavers removed and stamped colored concrete installed. For about $8,000, it 
was cheaper to go with the concrete. Plus, it would stay level a lot longer. That project 
should also be completed by the time you read this Sangha.

Just before Christmas, someone noticed that we had a leak in the ceiling in the main 
Hondo. Gordon Nitta and I installed heavy blue tarps on the crown to prevent further 
damage until a new roof could be installed. Roy Imura and I have been meeting with 
a few roofing companies to obtain bids to install a new roof. In the spring, they will 
be tearing off the old roof, installing the necessary underlayment and the new roofing 
material. The little extra cost of a tear down will ensure a much longer life.

We are very fortunate to have so many volunteers come forward when the work needs 
to be done. Their time and energy saves our temple a great deal of money over time. 
Thank You! 

Maintenance 
Report
Gary Traganza

Be our guest! Be our guest! Our corned beef hash is the best.
Tie your napkin round your neck Sangha… You’re sure to be impressed.
Corned beef hash over rice… Tea and coffee’s also nice…

Slice of orange... Choose your egg… Even Stevie she will beg,
8 dollars fills your plate up… Cause it’s time to come and eat up…
Be our guest! Be our guest! Be our guest!

Please join us for our 4th Annual Boy Scout Venture Crew 50 Corned Beef Hash 
Breakfast Fundraiser, Sunday, April 10, 2016, in the courtyard or take out from 7:30 
a.m.–10:30 a.m., followed by the Hanamatsuri Dharma School Play.

Pre-sale tickets are only $8; available in the church office.

Venture Crew 
50
Sung by Brandon 
Mark, Life Scout



April 2016 Sacramento Betsuin SANGHA Vol. 53 No. 4 Page 10

Hello Everyone! Dharma School is just about ready for our annual Hanamatsuri 
play – “Looking for Dharma with Kevin, Stuart, and…” We hope to see 
everyone in the Kaikan after Hanamatsuri Service, Sunday, April 10. 

Friday, April 8, 6 p.m. – Dress rehearsal. We will begin the evening with a pizza dinner 
followed by one run-through of the play.

Sunday, April 10, 9:30 a.m. – Hanamatsuri Service. The play immediately follows 
service.

Please join us!

Dharma School “courtyard” gratefully acknowledges donations from the following:

Dharma School 
News
Valerie Fong

Donations
Genevieve Didion Elementary 

School
Grace Hatano
Esther Hokama
Midori Ito
Kaye Kato
Rosemary Kitaoka
Alma Koyasako

Yo Morisawa
Barbara Nakatomi
Family of Ted “Mug” Oto
Michael & Karen Oto
Mollie Oto
Russell & Janet Oto
Cheryl Oto & Duffy Inouye

Florence Oto-Wong & Stan 
Wong

Hiroko Takamoto
Shigeko Tanaka
Tomi Tanaka
Emi Watanabe
Sueko & Haruo Yamashita

Hello April: how you doing? Earlier, the warning alert was sounded that in this 
little corner in our little world, a multitude of random streams of consciousness, 
or unconsciousness would sooner or later be available for internal consumption 

or internal combustion, and today we have a prime example of this. So, sit back, and 
please allow this stream to flow.

On February 3rd of this year, the real world lost a truly gifted spiritual man that many 
have called a musical genius. That man was Maurice White, the founder of the band 
called Earth, Wind & Fire. Although probably none of us reading this right now has 
ever met Maurice White, his gift and his art have touched us and millions more; and 
those of us that are in our fifth decade of our life, know all too well the wonderful songs 
that EWF gave us as we were growing up in the ’70s. RB has often said that we are all 
Buddhist; it’s just that some of us have not realized it yet. And that may have been the 
case for Maurice White, because when you look at the songs that he wrote, the Dharma 
is readily apparent.

Since he was such a prolific writer, there are too many examples to review, but one that 
comes to mind is “Keep Your Head to the Sky” from 1973, and the lyrics go something 
like this:
“I’d find peace in every way”  = (by living a life of nembutsu)
“But in search for the clue”  = (but in seeking the truth)
“Wrong things I was bound to do” = (the 3 poisons exist in everyone)

And in a later verse:
“Gave me the will to be free”  = (free to think and decide for yourself)
“Purpose to live is reality”  = (universal truth is undeniable)
“Found myself never alone”  = (with interdependence)
“Changes come to make me strong” = (and impermanence)

Maurice White the man is gone, but his words and spirit will remain with us forever. 
Thanks for indulging for a minute.

OK, now onward to the business end of the stream. This year was our 45th annual 
basketball tournament and this year we hosted about 124 teams from all over Northern 
California and even though it was a cold and rainy Saturday night, a good crowd of 
families braved the elements and enjoyed our Family Social of carnival games, raffles, 
bingo, and fruit freezes. Congratulations, kudos and thank you to Sandy, our new 
tournament chairperson, and all our division and gym coordinators, our committee, and 
our sports families for another successful tournament. Get some rest, because before we 
know it, it will be time for No. 46! But until then, here are the results from No. 45:

Sports 
Committee
Alan Wu

B-Boys Red
1st-SFCCC / East Bay Cardinals: 58
2nd-SBC B1:    49
3rd-San Jose CYS B1:   55
4th-Tri-City Youth Group:   49

B-Boys Purple
1st-SBC Tsunami’s:   48
2nd-Stockton Shoguns:   44
3rd-CCC/ B-2:    40
4th-SJUMC Finessers:  36

C-Boys White
1st-San Jose CYS/Team J:   39
2nd-BAAS Dragon 8BB:   38
3rd-CCC/Magic:    38
4th-SJUMC:    26

C-Boys Black
1st-Tri-City (Mountain View):  52
2nd-San Jose CYS Vipers:   47
3rd-Taisho C American White:  40
4th-Taisho C American Black: 25

Please be aware that articles 
for the Sangha are due on 
the 15th of each month. Late 
articles will be published in 
the following month’s issue

When sending articles by 
email, please send email to: 
vibrocount@lanset.com with 
a cc to: betsuinoffice@gmail.
com and inform the church 
office at 446-0121. Please 
include the author’s name. 
Thank you.

mailto:vibrocount@lanset.com
mailto:betsuinoffice@gmail.com
mailto:betsuinoffice@gmail.com
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C-Boys Purple
1st-San Mateo JYO C-National:  44
2nd-SBC C:    33
3rd-BAAS Red Dragons 7BR: 33
4th-CCC Raptors:   24

D-Boys Red
1st-CCC Shooters:   38
2nd-BAAS Dragons:   26
3rd-SF Associates DA White:  29
4th-SJUMC:   17

D-Boys White
1st-SF Associates DA Blue:  41
2nd-CCC Basketball:   36
3rd-SBC Red Dragons D-3:  34
4th-Taisho Purple:   29

D-Boys Black
1st-San Mateo JYO Am. Sharks:  33
2nd-BAAS Dragons 6th Grade Red:  14
3rd-missing data
4th-missing data

D-Boys Purple
1st-Buddhist Church of Florin:  44
2nd-San Jose CYS DA1/Fast 9:  11
3rd-SF Associates/ DA Red:  34
4th-Taisho White:   25

D-Boys Gold
1st-Taisho D-National:   42
2nd-BAAS Dragons:   15
3rd-SBC Destroyers:   51
4th-San Jose CYS DN1/Splash City: 32

E-Boys Red
Tri-City D-Am. White Young Guns: 3-0
Buddhist Church of Florin E Boys:  3-0
BAAS Black Dragons 4th Grade: 2-1
SJUMC Spartans: CCC Hoopsters:  1-2

E-Boys White
BCSF Taisho 3:    3-0
SJUMC Warriors:    3-0
Tri-City 3rd Grade Instructional:  2-1
CCC Creeping Destroyers:   2-1

C-Girls Red
1st-Diablo:    47
2nd-Tri City Wasabi Warriors:  18
3rd-SF Ardenettes C8:   37
4th-CYS G2-3 Boba Ballers:  34

D-Girls Black
1st-CYS Hoop Sistas:   28
2nd-SACB Church:  22
3rd-SBC Fireballs:   20
4th-Ardenettes D5:   15
 
D-Girls Purple
1st-Tri-City G3 White:   34
2nd-Tri-City Fun Size Sharks:  14
3rd-SF Ardenettes D6:   24
4th-CYS Bento Ballers:   16

E-Girls Red
San Jose CYS/Splash Sisters:  3-0
missing data

E-Girls White
SBC 7 Lil’ Sumo Fish:  3-0
SACBC - Union City:  2-1
missing data

That’s it for now. Remember the words of Earth, Wind & Fire, because “That’s The Way 
of the World” (album released 1975). It’s reality, so “Open Our Eyes” (album released 
1974), our Dharma Eyes, and live with “Gratitude” (album released 1975).

Sports 
Committee
(Continued)

Betsuin Luau Nite
Saturday, April 16     6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Family Night - Food and Fun

Kalua Pork - Chicken Teriyaki - Shave Ice - 
Mac Salad - Pupus - Entertainment

No-Host Bar

Aloha Attire
$15 adults    $10 kids 10 and under    Kids under 4 FREE

Sign up in the office

Sponsored by Legacy Endowment

Family Night at the Ball Park
Thursday, June 16      6:00 p.m.

We have reserved the Home Run Terrace!

Registration is $55 per person,
which includes all-you-can-eat BBQ dinner, soft drinks, & admission to the game.

The game starts at 7 p.m., but dinner will be served from 6–8 p.m., so come early!

Seating is limited, so please register at the Sacramento Betsuin office
& reserve your spot for this fun family event!

Checks may be written to “Buddhist Church of Sacramento.”

Questions? Email Koichi - bkmizu@gmail.com.
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A film premiere and lecture on Replacing the Past: Sacramento’s Redevelopment History 
is scheduled for Thursday, April 14. The 30-minute documentary film by Chris 
Lango examines the controversial efforts to remake Sacramento’s urban core. The 

20-year transformation begun in the late 1950s encompassed 200 city blocks, displaced 
thousands of residents, and shuttered numerous businesses. Sacramento’s Japantown 
and the Sacramento Betsuin were relocated due to the redevelopment.

Tracing the origins of Old Sacramento, Capitol Mall, K Street Mall, along with the routes 
of Interstate 5 and Highway 50, the documentary delves into why city and business 
leaders deemed the make-over necessary and how these efforts created a blueprint for 
cities across the nation to follow suit.

This film was funded by the Center for Sacramento History and produced in 
conjunction with the Sacramento History Museum’s exhibit, “Place & Replace — The 
Making of Old Sacramento,” which opened February 5. It also will air on KVIE later this 
spring.

The film showing and lecture on April 14 will be held in KVIE’s Ose Community 
Room, 2030 W. El Camino Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95833. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
Introduction by filmmaker Chris Lango and program start at 7 p.m. Advance ticket sales 
only. Limited seating available. Tickets are $15 per person. Tickets may be purchased by 
visiting www.centerforsacramentohistory.org. Questions, please call (916) 808-7072.

Documentary 
Looks at 
Sacramento 
Redevelopment

In the March issue of the Sangha, a proposed ride share program, offering our 
members transportation to church services, was announced to begin March 20.

We appreciate the efforts of ABA and its leaders to provide assistance to those members.
However, after reviewing the Betsuin’s insurance policy, the program has been 
suspended until we can get more details about the program’s operation. The crucial 
factor in determining the viability of this program is minimizing the church’s risk.

After checking with our insurance company, we verified that the church’s insurance 
does not provide coverage for any member’s individual liability, nor any automobile 
coverage. This applies to all affiliated and sponsored organizations of the church. 

Additional information regarding the limitations of our insurance coverage and how it 
affects those groups will be provided to them in the near future. 

Notice about the 
Transportation 
Program 
Proposal
Brian Hatano, 
President-Elect, Board 
of Trustees

http://www.centerforsacramentohistory.org/
http://www.sachistorymuseum.org/
http://www.centerforsacramentohistory.org
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