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Rev. Dennis
Rev. Joshin Dennis 
Fujimoto November brings us the annual Hoonko Service. Hoonko is the most important 

service in our Jodo Shinshu tradition. We recognize the death memorial of our 
founder, Shinran Shonin. Here in the Northern California District, our temples 

recognize November 28 as the day of Shinran’s passing. This follows the lunar calendar 
and the Higashi Hongwanji tradition. 

Most of our Buddhist Churches of America temples observe this service in January, with 
January 16, 1263 being the recognized day of Shinran Shonin’s death. It is for this reason 
that the monthly memorial morning service, Oasaji, is observed on the 16th of each 
month.

Whatever date we have come to recognize, the importance of Hoonko is for each of 
us to acknowledge Shinran Shonin. We are reminded to deepen our own appreciation 
of the Nembutsu path that has grown to mean so much to millions of fellow travelers 
throughout the world. The temple is much more than teriyaki, sushi and sports. We 
are provided a path of depth, awareness, and appreciation. Each of our lives becomes 
deeper and fuller as we recite Namo Amida Butsu and live the life of Nembutsu.

We are touched by the life and effort of Shinran Shonin in a very real way. A grassroots 
Buddhism was born, as he brought the Nembutsu path to the peasants… farmers, 
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fishermen, merchants… people who worked hard every day. These are our people. 
These are you and me. These are our parents and grandparents who worked with dirt 
under their fingernails and sweat on their brows to make a living. We have followed 
in their footsteps to our lives here and now. They have brought forward the Nembutsu 
path for us, and we owe them to pay attention.

The Hoonko Service this year will be held November 13. Dharma School Family Service 
9:30 a.m. and Adult Service 11:30 a.m. We’ll see you at the temple.

Rev. Dennis
(Continued) 

The October SBWA Board Meeting was held on Wednesday, October 5, with 
President Virginia Uchida presiding and Rinban Dennis Fujimoto leading us in 
Gassho.

Donations and Acknowledgments

Thank you to the following ladies and families for their generous donations to the 
SBWA. I was not given the full report last month, so I am re-submitting the donations 
from September and the new ones for October:
September
Rinban Bob & Rev. Patti Oshita .........In Appreciation ........................................................................ $500
Fuyuko Uyemura ................................In Lieu of Bazaar Help ............................................................ $250
Nancy Ito ..............................................In Memory of Midori Satow .................................................. $100
Mutsuko & Harry Noguchi ...............In Memory of 7th Year May Kurimoto................................... $50
Ben Takeuchi ........................................In Memory of Eiko Takeuchi ................................................... $50
Heidi Sakazaki .....................................In Memory of Kinya Noguchi ................................................. $30
Heidi Sakazaki .....................................In Memory of Helen Sekikawa................................................ $25
Sylvia Kimura
 (daughter of Molly Kimura) .........Thank You Note
Family of Aiko Kurosaka ...................Acknowledgment
May Maeda ..........................................Thank You Note - Visitation
Family of Phyllis Matsuura ...............Acknowledgment
Fusako Takahashi/
 Virginia Uchida ..............................Cake for Reiko & Crew - Surprise Potluck
October
Janet S. Matsumoto .............................In Memory of May Kurimoto .................................................. $50
Hiroko Tsuda .......................................Recovery ..................................................................................... $50
Sueko Yamashita .................................Special – 1 year Celebration “Champ” ................................... $50
Hideko H. Sakazaki ............................In Memory of Bill Hirohata ..................................................... $30

Upcoming Activities/Events 

The SBWA Board is seeking candidates for the SBWA Board. We have 4 vacancies. Please 
contact Mollie Oto or Diane Muranaka if you know anyone who is willing to be on our 
board.

• Chicken Throwdown – November 12
• Hoonko Service – November 13
• Bodhi Day Service – December 4
• December 4 – SBWA Year-End Memorial Service at Noon, followed by our Bonenkai 

Party Luncheon. 
 Guest Speaker: Reverend Miho Sekiya from the Seattle Betsuin. 
 Bento lunch from Zentoro. 
 Entertainment by the fabulous SBWA ukulele group. 
 Please bring a wrapped gift for our raffle drawing to help make our luncheon a 
fun event. Last year, almost everyone went home with a prize! 
 This event is a time that the SBWA thanks all of the 80-year-old or older SBWA 
ladies who have helped the SBWA throughout the years and the men who always 
come out to help at our events. 
 More details on the bento cost will come out in a separate email to SBWA ladies 
who have email addresses or by mail or personal phone call from one of our SBWA 
Board members. The cost to ladies 80 years and younger is usually around $15. Hope 
to see all of you there!

• Talent Show – December 10. Koichi Mizushima is looking for participants. Come out 
to participate or watch the show.

Check the Sacramento Betsuin bulletin board for flyers and details of future Betsuin 
events.

Next Meeting

The next SBWA meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 2, starting with a service 
at 5:45 p.m., followed by our monthly meeting.

Sacramento 
Buddhist 
Women’s 
Association
Keiko Jean Kashiwada

Rev. Joshin Dennis Fujimoto
416-0919

Sensei Koichi Mizushima
704-1493
bkmizu@gmail.com

mailto:bkmizu@gmail.com
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As I write this article, the fall weather is creeping in with some cooler weather, 
a little rain, and the trees taking on wintery characteristics. Such changeable 
weather, but very welcome after some of the very hot days we encountered in 

the past months.

For most of my life, I drove my car wherever I wanted to go. Lately, I’ve learned 
about the light rail system. I have taken it to the Folsom area, downtown, and to the 
Cosumnes River College destination. It makes many convenient stops along the routes. 
It’s a nice change from my usual routine.

Those of us who have discovered this means of transportation know it is very 
convenient and reasonable, especially for us senior citizens. I found that riding the light 
rail train — especially if one of the stops is close to where we need to be — is so much 
less stressful and allows you to make use of the time of travel to do some last-minute 
reading or make some phone calls.

I depend on the light rail transportation at least once a week, traveling from one of the 
stations near my home to downtown. In the past, I used to drive myself downtown 
for my weekly meetings, and stressfully drove around the streets near my destination 
trying to find a parking space. I had to feed the meter for at least 1–2 hours, allowing 
time for me return to my car without the meter expiring. Later, I had my husband drive 
me downtown and come back after the meeting to pick me up. This was taking a toll on 
him. That was when I decided to check into the light rail system.

It has been several years since I began depending on this means of transportation, not 
just going to the downtown area but experiencing the long ride to the Folsom outlet. 
Super convenient! (Except if you over-shop and have a lot of bags.)

Over the years, the light rail system has undergone many changes to which I had to 
adapt.

The location where I park my car now charges for parking. The fee is only a dollar for 
the whole day. At first, the only information needed to park was the parking space 
number. Just as I was getting used to that method, we are now asked to enter our license 
number or VIN number. Now, if a person parks his/her car there for a portion of the 
day and leaves and someone parks in the same space, he/she will need to pay for the 
parking space and not get free parking as previously when we were only having to key 
in the number of the space. I guess this is a better monitoring system.

I accept these changes while trying to remember the detailed information and have the 
correct amount of money to take care of my boarding ticket as well as my parking fee.

It’s a very convenient way to travel, although sometimes they have problems. Once, 
I was unable to secure tickets for a boarding pass because the machine didn’t work. I 
didn’t want to board without a valid ticket (they do periodically check for tickets), so I 
had to find another machine that worked.

Just recently, I was unable to pay for my parking space due to the machine not being 
able to accept my dollar bill or coins. I tried another machine — same result — so I 
called the number on the back of my boarding pass and explained my problem. The 
clerk asked for my license number and which location I was parked at, then reassured 
me I would be okay for that day.

And, of course, traffic or accidents on the track sometimes have an impact on the 
schedule. Somehow, I have been lucky and able to get through most of these unexpected 
problems. Older and wiser, now I try to catch the earlier train to allow for unforeseen 
delays.

If you haven’t experienced riding the light rail, allow yourself to be a customer and 
enjoy one of the most convenient ways to travel. Just remember to get your board 
ticket! Traveling on the light rail allows me 20 minutes to catch up on things and is less 
stressful than fighting traffic. Take time to enjoy this wonderful way to travel, knowing 
things might happen, but most incidents will be resolved in a short time.

I don’t drive everywhere nowadays. I rely on light rail to do the driving for me because 
I choose not to endure the stress of driving downtown, searching for parking, or asking 
my husband to be my chauffeur. It’s a change I’ve made that I enjoy.

One of the basic teachings of Buddhism is Impermanence — Nothing remains the same; 
things are constantly changing. We ask, “Is it good or bad?” It’s neither; it is what it is — 
reality.

Minister 
Assistants
Grace Hatano

Office Manager

Cindy Kitade

Office Project 
Coordinator

Jennifer Nitta

Betsuin Office

446-0121

Sangha Helpers

Shiyoko Futaba
Sumiye Hamamoto
Yukiko Hashisaka
Ruth Hayashi
Sanaye Imajo
Miyuki Inenaga
Mae Kaneko
Alice Kataoka
Mutsuko Noguchi
Helen Sakaishi
Fusako Takahashi
Faye Uyemura

Sangha Staff
Editor (English)     Cliff Adams
Editor (Japanese)   Katsuko
 Hirota
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SBWA Keiko Jean
 Kashiwada
Minister Assts Grace Hatano
Endowment Allan Hoshida
Dharma School Valerie Fong
Boy Scouts Thien Tran
Cub Scouts Phil Morris
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Buddhist 
Church of 
Sacramento 
Wall of 
Appreciation 
Project
Allan Hoshida

The Wall of Appreciation project is well on its way. The designers nddCreative are 
finalizing their design, creating mock-ups of materials/finishes/photo displays 
and have captured the essence of living with a sense of Okagesama: Honor the 

Past, Continue the Legacy, and Shape the Future. This project will be a colorful wall 
display showing our unique Buddhist Church of Sacramento history, organizations, 
activities, in addition to thanking and acknowledging our major financial donors.

The Legacy Endowment Fund Board would like to thank and acknowledge the 
following individuals and families who have made significant very generous donations 
to our temple since the Wall of Appreciation project was announced on June 11, 2016 
during Rinban Bob and Reverend Patti’s Retirement Dinner Banquet. We have had great 
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Buddhist 
Church of 
Sacramento 
Wall of 
Appreciation 
Project
(Continued)

response from our temple members, families and friends, so thank you all very much. 
Total donation and pledges to date: $48,000.

Icho (Gingko), $10,000+

• Rinban Bob & Reverend Patti Oshita (2016: $10,000 total: $5,000 each to General Fund 
and Legacy)

• In gratitude to Rev. Bob. By Ray, Kiyoko, Kristy, Kimi, Kent & Kellie Ishihara (Donor 
Kristina Ishihara: 2016: $10,000 to Legacy)

Ayame (Iris), $5,000+

• Masaaki Kobayashi: In Memory of Mother, Masako, Wife, Atsuko Seino (2011–16, 
$7,000 + $3,000 pledge for 2017 to Legacy)

• The Sahara and Dalbec Families: Bob & Joyce, Jennifer, Tim & Kelsey (2016: $5,000 to 
Legacy)

• George G. & Amiko Kashiwagi (2016: $5,000 to Legacy)
• James M. & Hiroko Tsuda (2016: $5,000 to Legacy)

Sakura (Cherry), $2,500+

• In Memory of Kurato & Yukimi Sakazaki and Tetsuko Sue Hamasaki (Donor Heidi 
Sakazaki: 2016: $2,500 to Legacy)

• In Memory of Atsuki “Angel” Kagiyama by Terry Kagiyama (2016: $2,500 to Legacy)
• Cliff Adams & Ann Amioka (2016: $2,500 to General Fund)
• Myra & Dean Okasaki (2016: $2,500 to Legacy)

Some comments/updates/timelines:

• We will be contacting major donors/families who have contributed prior to this year 
(since beginning of the Legacy Fund) so we can include them on our Wall Levels of 
Giving. Note to previous Legacy donors: Please submit filled out Donor Form with 
copies of previous donations so we can properly credit and add your name to donor 
wall.

• When filling out the Wall of Appreciation Donor Form, please indicate the actual 
name/wording to be listed on the display wall; be very specific. Indicate where the 
donation is to be directed to, i.e., Legacy Endowment Fund, Buddhist Church of 
Sacramento General Fund, etc.

• Families, relatives, friends can pool their resources together within one donor form or 
donation.

• Question of using credit card charges for donations. Yes; please check with office.
• This is a long-term project and by its location in our hallway between the 

Nokotsudo, Hondo, Little Chapel, and across from the outdoor courtyard, the Wall of 
Appreciation display will be available for viewing as families gather during times of 
great loss and remembrance, as well as every day of the year.

• If individuals/families wish to be included as part of the initial donor class, please 
make your donations by the end of December 2016. There will be a formal unveiling 
in early 2017.

Traditionally, family memorial services are held for loved ones on designated 
anniversaries. These are precious occasions to honor the treasured memories of 
our beloved ones and to realize how fortunate we are to be embraced by Amida 

Buddha’s light of wisdom and life of compassion.

Year of Death  Memorial
 2015 ..................................................1 year
 2014 ..................................................3 year
 2010 ..................................................7 year
 2004 ..................................................13 year
 2000 ..................................................17 year
 1992 ..................................................25 year
 1984 ..................................................33 year
 1967 ..................................................50 year
 1917 ..................................................100 year

2016 Family 
Memorial 
Service 
Schedule

Condolences to
the Families Of

Chieko Omata ...........................................Jan. 17, 1935 - Sept. 7, 2016
Tsumoru Tom Tokubo ...................... July 31, 1916 - Sept. 26, 2016 



November 2016 Sacramento Betsuin SANGHA Vol. 53 No. 11 Page 7

Hello everyone and welcome to the month of November! Dharma School has 
settled into a nice routine and all is well. Just a couple of things:

We had planned to run an emergency evacuation drill for our Dharma School students, 
TAs, and helpers on October 16. Although we were not able to practice our evacuation 
procedures, we hope to reschedule this important safety activity in the future.

Many of our Dharma School students participated in the annual Halloween Party held 
on October 22. “Thank you” to our scouting programs for planning a special fun night 
for all.

Happy Autumn and Happy Thanksgiving!

Dharma School “courtyard” gratefully acknowledges donations from the following: 

Dharma School
Valerie Fong, 
Superintendent

Donations

Gladys Adachi
Cub Scout Pack 50
Alice Kataoka
Rosemary Kitaoka
Tom & Carol Kudow
Reiko Kurahara
Emmie Makishima

Barbara Nakatomi
Northern California 

Buddhist Women’s 
Association

Linda Ono & Michael 
Majewski Family

Mollie Oto
Ron & Eileen Otsuji
Heidi Sakazaki
Shigeko Mae Tanaka
Karen Yamamoto

The fall semester is going well for students enrolled in the youth and adult 
programs at Sakura Gakuen.

Last month, our youth program enjoyed the cultural event of Undokai (Sports Day). 
The students were divided into red or white teams for some friendly competitions. They 
enjoyed traditional games such as relay races, tamaire (bean bag toss) and tsunahiki (tug 
of war). One of their favorite games is a race where they have 30 seconds to pick up as 
many jelly beans with chopsticks as they can. How many jelly beans could you pick up 
in 30 seconds? The students all had a great time at this annual event. 

If you have knowledge of some Japanese, it is not too late to attend an adult program 
ongoing class. New students have been added almost every week. For more 

information, contact the adult 
program dean, Masako Thomas 
sensei: thomas@sakuragakuen.org.

Autumn brings lots of delicious 
foods, including all things 
pumpkin, persimmons and ramen. 
Ramen? Yes, it’s that time of year 
— Sakura Gakuen’s 5th Annual 
Ramen Fest will be held on Sunday, 
November 20 in the kaikan, from 
10:30 a.m.–1 p.m.

Donations will be $7 per bowl. 
Pre-sale tickets will be sold in the 
courtyard after church service (11/6 
and 11/13) and also are available 
for purchase from Sakura Gakuen 
youth program families, at the 
church office and from Thomas 
Sensei at the Monday evening 
program. Onigiri and gyoza will 
also be sold at the event (no pre-
sale).

Japanese-themed raffle baskets 
(toys, condiments, drinks, snack 
foods, and more) will be up for a 
drawing! Tickets sell for only $1 at 
the event. Come and enjoy an oishii 
bowl of ramen after church service 
and visit our baked goods table for 
a sweet treat! Ramen take-out also 
available. We appreciate all of your 
support! 

Visit our website, www.
sakuragakuen.org, to find out more 
information about our school. 

Sakura Gakuen
Aileen Niizawa Morris

mailto:thomas@sakuragakuen.org
http://www.sakuragakuen.org
http://www.sakuragakuen.org
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Gain an Hour on November 6!

Remember to

Partnering with Salvation Army and Channel 10

Keep an eye on the hallway bulletin board, for as the seasons start speeding toward us, 
we’ll be working with our Jr. YBA to support this year’s Angel Tree Program! The focus 
of the program is to provide Christmas assistance to children in need and we are thrilled 
to be participating this year! With your help, many underprivileged children will have a 
brighter holiday season…more info to come!

Practice Safety!

An important reminder to always keep valuables out of sight when parking your car 
along Quinn Avenue (the alley) or in the parking lot! If you are here for basketball 
practice or an evening meeting, be sure to use the buddy system when entering or 
leaving the Betsuin. The courtyard and parking lot lighting were improved with our 
sangha’s safety in mind so:  Stay alert and stay safe!

Notes from the 
Office

[Article written on October 14.]

The past 30 days and the next 30 have or will be some fairly interesting events, 
especially with Halloween coming around the corner, but starting with last 
month [September], the Boy Scout troop has begun its new scout year with the 

Bodega Dunes Outing and a new introductory meetings for the smurfs, the first years 
of the troop. As per usual everyone loves Bodega because it is a bonding experience 
for newbies and a entertaining trip due to British Bulldog. In addition to meetings and 
outings, there were also several Eagle Scout ceremonies, and projects. Congratulations 
to those hard-working scouts, and everything they have contributed.

Within the next 30 days there will be several different events for the troop, one of them 
being the troop meeting on personal fitness, which recently hustled passed, and the 
other the round table meeting. Then very soon on the 16th of this month [October] there 
is the Eitaikyo service. Right after that is the Eagle Scout board of review; good luck to 
them. Then on the 21st there is a leadership Greenbar meeting for the troop and another 
troop meeting directly after. Then the annual My Sister’s House Fun Run service project 
occurs, and directly after on the same day is the Haunted House setup. Four days later 
will be the troop committee meeting in classroom one, and in two days the Mt. Diablo 
outing for the troop.

In the beginning of November, there will be meetings for the adult leadership, and 
meetings for the Boy Scout leadership with a troop meeting not long after. Then there 
is a Life Eagle seminar for those interested, and last but certainly not least, there is the 
family outing in San Francisco. That is what has and will be occurring soon; hope for 
great attendances.

Boy Scout 
Troop 50
Thien Tran

Having attended the Buddhist Church of Sacramento for several years now, I 
have noticed that gratitude is a recurring theme and central tenet of dharma 
messages given by the reverends of the church. It is interesting that gratitude is 

not one of the Scout Laws.

For those of you who are unfamiliar with the Scout Laws, it is one of the foundations for 
scouting and is follows: “A Scout is Trustworthy, Loyal, Helpful, Friendly, Courteous, 
Kind, Obedient, Cheerful, Thrifty, Brave, Clean and Reverent.”

As you can see, there is no gratitude or any synonym Thankful or Appreciative. Is it 
an oversight? Or is the Scout Laws inconsistent with Buddhism? I think there is a third 
option. Gratitude is reflected in the following Scout Laws: Loyal, Courteous, Kind and 
Reverence. Together these four laws form the foundation of Gratitude.

Pack 50 would like to express Loyalty, Courteousness, Kindness and Reverence to the 
Betsuin and its members for supporting us through the year, especially the support 
during last month’s Pancake Breakfast, which was a great success because of you!! 

The Cub Scout 
Corner 
Phil Morris 
Cub Master, Pack 50 

Please be aware that articles 
for the Sangha are due on 
the 15th of each month. Late 
articles will be published in 
the following month’s issue

When sending articles by 
email, please send email to: 
vibrocount@lanset.com with 
a cc to: betsuinoffice@gmail.
com and inform the church 
office at 446-0121. Please 
include the author’s name. 
Thank you.

mailto:vibrocount@lanset.com
mailto:betsuinoffice@gmail.com
mailto:betsuinoffice@gmail.com
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Girl Scout Troop
569-36
is hosting a

FOOD
DRIVE

(Examples: granola bars, applesauce, fruit cups,
crackers, water, juice boxes)

Please donate by November 20, 2016.

Donations for the Mustard Seed School,
a program of Loaves and Fishes.

Girl Scouts
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